
THE   מ -    ר  RELATIONSHIP –  # 48A  

 

An entry demonstrating the existence of a conceptual inter-relationship between Hebrew 
words that feature  a  מ   memm and Hebrew words that feature a ר   reish – in the same 
third radical root position   -  while the first two root letters are the same for each root pair 
term 

 

LIST  A  

 ר
resh 
word 

meaning  מ mem 
word 

meaning  comment 

       
 pond  Collection of water אגם  collect אגר
       
   Shut, close אטם  Shut, close אטר
       
 ,To imprison אסר 

restrain 
 ,Granary אסם  

storehouse 
  

       
 guilty  The one who did the misdeed אשם   That, who אשר 
       
 locust  Locust cuts off the crop גזם  Cut off גזר
       
 Bridge, which גשר

enables 
approach 

 ,Materialize גשם 
condense 
to rain 

  

       
   orphan יתום   remnant יתר
       
 revenge  Both cleanings out נקם  Gouge out נקר
       
 ,Hide סתר 

conceal 
 ,Stop up סתם  

hide block, 
close 

  

       
 ,Restrain עצר

close up 
 ,Shut עצם 

close[eyes] 
  

       



 Darken by עתם  Thick smoke עתר
smoke 

  

       
 Be out from פטר

an obligation 
– pardoned 

 -A protube פטום  
rance,  

 Sticking out from a fruit 

       
 Appearance פעם   Expose פער

in sound, 
bell peal 

  

       
 ,Team תאם   Description תאר

matching 
pair, couple 

 A description matches the item 
described 

       
  Black, dark שחם  black שחור

-Talmudic 
  

       
 ,Boundary ספר

border area 
 ,Border ספם 

upper lip 
 Talmudic 

 

 

LIST  B 

 resh ר
word 

meaning  מ mem 
word 

meaning  comment 

       
 ,Decay, lax פגר 

destroy 

 Blemish,1 פגם  
deterioration 

 Talmudic 

       
 Leap, haste פזמא  scatter פזר

anxiety2 
 So  פז = frenetic motion 

       
 ,Break into פקר

licentious  
 ,Split פקם  

perforate 
 ? Both Talmudic 

       

 
1 Also - inferior 
2 Talmudic Apud Jastrow   - Also has meaning as – release – wherein it may be a radical derivative of  פטר – The   
זמר   that is a song, hymn  is a borrowing from Grk. Psalm which is itself a derivative ofפזמון   zemer [song] by 
zayin to PSI Babel event withering 



טרק  To smoke, 
burn 
incense  

 קטם 
Talmudic 

Ashes, 
powder,  

 Also - cover with ashes 

       
טרע  Surround, 

protect, 
adorn 

  
Talmudic 
 עטם

flank   

       
   Ring, earring נזם  crown נזר
       
 ,A file פציר 

sharpener 
 ,Cleave פצם  

sever 
 ? 

       
 גזר  גזם   Lop off, cut  Aram. For גדם  Cut, cut off גדר

       
זהר 
 הזהר 

Be wary  זהם loathe  ? 

       
 

 

 Maybe also - 

  8 אדר  אדם -   3בשר בשם -   4 חסם  חסר  -   5כתם  כתר –  6נעם  נער -  7סכם סכר 

 

LIST C – REDUPLICATE ROOTS 

 

 resh ר
word 

meaning  מ mem 
word 

meaning  comment 

       
   To cause גרם  Drag along גרר
       
   Tear, rend פרם   crumble פרר
       

 
3 Spice, perfume – meat, flesh 
4 Lack – blockage, muzzle 
5 Crown - gold 
6 Youth [pleasant period in life] - pleasant 
7 Shut, dam up – agree, count ? 
8 Man, mankind – splendor, glory ? 



 destroy  Etymon of cremate חרם  burn חרר
       
   naked ערום   Lay bare ערר
       
 ,Select ברר

choose 
 ,Fancy cloth ברום 

clothes 
  

       
רגמ  End, 

finishing 
touch 

םגמ   Add to   

       
רחמ  Boil, 

ferment 
םחמ   heat   

       
רעמ  Tie in a 

bundle 
םעמ   Join, 

connect9 
  

       
רטמ  Hide, 

conceal 
םטמ   Fill up, stop 

up 
 Both are blockings 

       
 Press, draw צמם   Wool צמר

together 
 Wool is pressed against sheep body 

       
 ,Stupefy דמר

astonish 
[Talmudic] 

 Dumbstruck דמם 
silent, 
restrained 

  

       
 

Maybe also -  

  -  14שדמה  שדר -  13 אמם אמר   -  10המם  המר  –  11תמם תמר  - 12זמם זמר

 

E. Klein lists a root   צרר  [be sharp] related to    צר  term [flint, sharp stone]  - This may 
connect with Talmudic   צרם   [incise, split] ? ? 

 
9 Apud E. Klein – root of  עם    a nation i.e. a joining of people 
 confuse, tumult, agitate - המם  -  flesh eating pit / deep miry pit/ abyss/ affliction = מהמרה 10
11 Straight & tall – perfect ? 
12 Musical composition - plan 
13 Speech is words join together – base   אם  is joined together 
14 Send forth, strive -  crop producing field ? 



 

If ancient orchards were generally circular, then  כרם    [orchard] would relate to   כרר   [be 
circular] 

Perhaps    קדם   [before] is related to   קדר  [dark] in that darkness preceded G-d’s creation 
of אור        light during  His creation process.   ??  

Also -     נדר    a vow to abstain ? and   נדם   -   secondary form of  דמם    [to restrain oneself, 
keep silent] ?? 

 Note as well -  

M  /  R change – Hebrew  פרה   peroh  fruit > Lat. pomum fruit   pomme   -    מום   moom 
defect, maim blemish > Eng. mar -   Hebrew    דר   dor [dwell >    Lat. domus [house]  -    מים  
mayim water > Lat. mare [sea-water] -  רעם  ra’am thunderous noise > roar?    mateh –מטה    
staff > rod. 


